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Grand Duke of lane 
PROCEEDINGS 


AAT N ST 
William Plowman: 


With REMARK 8 thereupon. 


N the Yair 1696, one William Phun 
an Engliſb Merchant then, and for about 
Twenty Years before Refi ing at Le- 
| ghorn, bought a Ship there, or rather 
the Hull of - = with Matt ky 
Standing Rigging; Intending, as he pretend- 
ed, to Tide fi the ſame to od hb be- 
| twixt Leghorn and Alexandria. As Plowman was 
Arming the ſaid Ship, the French Conſul at 
Legborn, ſuſpecting that ſhe was defigned for a 

Privateer, appl ied tothe Governor of 8 
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and repreſented to him, That his Maſter the 
Great Duke being Neuter in the then War be- 
twixt France and gn, hecould not (with- 
out being guilty of a Breach of Neutrality) 
ſuffer any of the Subjects of either of the ſaid . 
Princes in Enmity, to Arm out Originally from 
his Highneſs's Port. The Governor having 
enquired into the Matter, found that the Con- 
ſul's Suſpicion was well grounded, and his 
Reaſon unanſwerable ; whereupon he put a 
ſtop to the Arming, N 
Difembling Plowman, with Oaths and Aſ- 
| ſeverations, declared and proteſted to the ſaid 
Governor, to the Director or Commiſfioner 
General of the Cuſtoms, and laſt of all to his 
Serene Highneſs, That he had no Thoughts 
of Privateering ; that Trade was what he aim 
ed at. That being Time of War, he Armed 
his Ship for the Security of his Cargo; That 
what the French Conſul ſuggeſted, proceeded 
only from his own Jealous Lemper: He Aſſu- 
red them further, and ſolemnly promiſed, That 
he would not do any manner of Damage to the 
French, Plowman was alſo ſeconded by ſome 
Friends he made and miſled at Court. 
Whereupon the Great Duke relying upon 


the Sincerity of an Engliſh Merchant, and be- ” 


| lieying what was ſaid in his Behalf, by ſome of 
3 W 
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1 gaging his Word to him over again, That he 


his own miſtaken Miniſters, he told Plommam, 
That being a Neutral Prince, he could not 
comply with his Requeſt, unleſs he himſelf 
firſt become Bound for him to the French Mini- 
ſter; which Plowman Begg d and earneſtly In- 
treated his Highneſs todo, Promiſing and Eu- 


[5] 


would by no means Moleſt, or do any Damage 
to the French. Then the Great Duke was at 
laſt prevailed on, to let the Ship go, and to 
Anſwer to the French Miniſter for Plowman. 
But Plowman no ſooner had Arm'd and Man'd 
his Ship, but he goes to Sea, and there little 
regarding the Favour ſhewn him by, or his 
Promiſe made to a Sovereign Prince in a mat. 
ter of the laft Conſequence to himſelf and his 
Subjects, he Chaſed and Took ſeveral French 
Prizes with his ſaid Ship, and diſpoſedof them 
to his own Uſe, and afterwards Retires to 
Rome : The French Miniſter in the mean time, 
puts the Great Duke in mind of his Engage- 
ment for Plowman, and defires Reparation. The 
Pope delivers up Plomman to the Great Duke's, 
Officers. He is brought to Florence, and there 
Impriſon'd, until he Accompted with, and 
_ Satisfied the French for what Damage he did 
them, Purſuant to a Judgment given againſt 
him, to that purpoſe, in Florence. This is the 
WM EL 
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two thereof in aſi, being more to the pur- 
pofe in Hand. 
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rr 
Truth of this Caſe, as will be fully proved 
ade appear in every Particular when re- 


WWW 
3 Now it is to be confider'd, how far the Great 
Dake behaved himſelf as a Neutral Prince in 
this caſe : For if his Highneſs did only what 
he ought to have done, as ſuch, Plowman has 
no reafon toComplain, or to magniſie his Suf- 
ferings, or blame any Body elſe but himſelf. 
A Neutral Prince may do common Offices of 
Humanity, and ſupply any thing that ſerves. 


only for Pleaſure to the Princes in Enmity, but 
cannot, without Breach of his Neutrality, ſuf- 
fer either Party to Buy Ammunition, Powder, 


Guns, Muſquets, Swords, Ships of War, or 
Capers, in his Dominions, and Arm them out 
originally there. It is a ſtanding Rule amongft 
all the Authors that Treat of the Law of War 
and Peace — That he is an Enemy, that ſup- 
plies an Enemy with Things neceflary for 
War. Ships of War or Offence (ſaith Seneca a- 


mongſt other Things) I would not ſend bim, but 


y : 


ſuch as are for Pleaſure and Oſtentation of Princes, 


F would not deny. The Practice of all Nations, 
is according to this Doctrine, which is ſo well 
known, that Pll mention only an Iuſtance or 


ing Charles I. being 


4A & 
tral Prince deny d Don Oguenda the Spaniſh Ad- 
miral, as alſo the-Dutch Admiral, Powder in the 
Downs, in the Year 1640, in Time of Warbe+ 
tween them. 54 air 
The French and Dutch were in Enmity, aud 
the Engliſh Neuter betwixt both, yet the En- 
gli permitted the French King to Build a 
Yarn, or a Veſſel of Pleaſure at Portſmouth, 
and ſent her to France, but would: ſuffer him 
to Build no Ship there, that could be of Uſe 
in War. Now if the Great Duke could not 
(as a Neuter Prince) permit Plomman to Buy 
Guns, Muſquets, Powder, and all other things 
neceflary for Arming a Ship, or ſuffer, a Ship 
fo Armed to go to Sea, to Annoy one of the 
Princes in War; the Conſequence is, that bythe - 
Arming, had he convinced of the Deſign. 
But ſince in this Caſe, his Higneſs' was of one 
fide told by the French Miniſter, that the Ship 
was int for a Privateer, and that Plw- 
man on the other hand-Swore, That the Ship. 
. — — — f þ ada — The beſt and moſt 
Impartial way that could be thought on, to a- 
void doing Plowman an Injury oh — 
ſatisſie the French Miniſter, and thereby com- 
ply with the Laws of Neutrality, was, to make 
Plomman give ſufficient Security, that he . 


— 


[3] 
do the French no Damage with the ſaid Ship. 
This is the Method uſed by the Engliſb and 
Dutch, fince the Marine Treaty made between 
them in the Lear 1704. They will not ſuffer 
a Privateer to go to Sea, before the Comman- 
der gives ſufficient Security not to Attack or 
Moleſt any of the Ships belonging to the Prin- 
ces or States they are in Peace or Alliance 
with: And it matters not what Countryr 


man 
the Commander of ſuch Engliſb or Durch Ca- 
per be; for if he Reſides in England or Holland, 
2 is as much ſubject to the apts of the Coun- 
GO as any of the Natives. 

. is already ſaid, it appears, That 
the Great Duke might have ſtop'd the Ship, or 
taken ſufficient Security; and none, I ſuppoſe, 
will deny, but that ſuch a Security would be 

liable to make good the Damage ſuſtained by 
the French, by the means of Plowman and- his 
Ship: If then the Great Duke mi ght have ta- 
ken a better Security, _—_ French, Hoe the En- 
gib, had reaſon to 1 in of his contenting 
himſelf with Plowman's Promiſe. - The Truth 
of the Matter is, That Plowman was not then 
thought to be the Man he proved afterwards to 
be, and therefore his Highneſs was willing to 
be as eaſie to him as he could, elſe he never 
x ey fo-ſlender a 2 would yu = | 
wer 
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ſwer'd for him to the French Minifter. 
Plowman now gives out, That the Promiſe was - 
not binding, that he had In juſtice done him up- | 
on that Account, and that he ought not to have 


been deliver d up by the Pope. 


It is believed Mr. Plowman will not find one 
Man beſides himſelf in England, but what is 

of Opinion, That (if any roma whatſoever 
in any Caſe ought to be perform'd) a Promiſe 
made upon a Valuable Conſideration of a Law- 
ful thing, by a Man of full Age, and in his 


right Senſes, freely and deliberately without 


Compulſion, is Binding and Obligatory by all 
Laws Divine and Humane. My Son, ſays So- 
| lomon, If thou baſt ſtricken thy Hand wich a Stren:- 

ger, thou art ſnared with the words of thy Mauth; 
thou art taken with the words of thy mouth. The 

performing of Promiſes and Con 
greed by all Mankind, to be neceſſary f the 
ſupport of Society, and Commerce; which 
Univerſal Conſent makes it become part of 


the Law of Nations. Sucha Promiſe is Ob- 


ligatory by the Civil Law, which makes all 
Promiſes to be Binding, which are made in 
proper words of a thing, Poflible and Law- 
ful, by a Perſon that is not Mad, or a Mi- 
nor, or Deaf, Dumb, or Prodigal. By the 

W ſuch a — is od 
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Ro] .- 
ing, there being a Valuable Confidera- 
r A 
And Laſtly, In Tuſcany, which is the Conn- 
trey where the Promiſe was made, where Plow- 
man Reſided, and where conſequently the Mat- 
ter was, and ought to be Tryed, ſuch a Pro- 
miſe is Binding; and had it been Obligatory 
by no other Law whatſoever, that alone had 
been enough; ſince an Engliſh Man Reſiding 


| in Florence, muſt be Tryed by, and is Subject 


to the Laws of Florence, as much as a Florentine 
Refiding in England, is ſubject to the Laws of 


r 
l Neither can it be ſaid, with any Colour, 
That Plowman's Promiſe was not of a Lawful 


thing ; fince it is well known, that every Sub-. 


ject of England is not obliged to go a Priva- 


teering, eſpecially Plowman, who had no Com- 
miſſion for it: His Promiſe was alſo made up- 
on a Valuable Conſideration; fince every Bo- 
dy muſt own, that knows this Caſe, That the 
Great Duke ſet a greater Value upon it, than 
r 
As for his being deliver'd up to the Duke by 
the Pope, there is this to be ſaid fort; That 
Plowman's Behaviour to the Great Duke, was 
look d upon in all Italy, to be a Crime of a ve- 
ry dark Complexion, and that impoſing upon 
. r ee . 


ot , 


at £Ss 


a Sovereign Prince, in a matter that concern d 
his Honour, and which probably might in- 

volve him and his Subjects in a War, was ta- 
ken, in a Countrey where the different Spe- 
cies of Treaſon are not ſetled by Act of Par- 
liament, as in England, and where the Inten- 
tion, when clearly appearing, is Puniſh'd as 
much as the Fact, to be bordering upon 
what the Roman Law calls, Crimen Læſæ Maje- 


ſtatis. na . 
Even my Lord Coke in his 4th Inſtitutes, fol. 


153. Treating of Ambaſſadors,makes the Breach 
of a Contract, which is good by the Law of 
Nations, to be a moſt Heinous Crime. I ſup- 
ſeit muſt be meant of ſome Promiſe madeto 
the Prince, as Plowman did, and not of any 
ordinary Contract; for he ſays, That in ſuch 
a Caſe, as well as in the Caſe of Treaſon, Fe- 
lony, and Adultery, even an Ambaſſador is to 
be Sued in England, as a Private Alien, and is 
not to be remanded to his Sovereign, but of 
„ not its een 
Now where the Crime was ſo Enormous, 
Princes did uſually deliver up the Criminal, 
giving for Reaſon, That by the Law bf Na- 
tions, Sanctuary, Protection, and Mercy was 
Owing only to the Innocent, whom Misfor- 
une, not their own Evil Deeds, have made 
W B * | Unfortu- 
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AUadortunate, which agrees with the Holy 
If Law, whereby when any one had been Slain 
| | by an Axe ſlipping out of another's Hand, the 


ECEities of Refuge were open; but the moſt Ho- 
ll! ty Altar it ſelf, was no Protection for thoſe 
that Kilfd an Innocent Man Maliciouſly. 
This Matter is fo well known, that Ill on- 
i | ly give one Inftance of it, in Edward Il's 
Time. The Pope deliver'd up to his Ma jeſty, 
ſome Florentine Merchants of the Society of 
| Friſcobaldr, and their Effects, who misbehaved 
| 


1 themſelves in England, and retired to Rome ; 
i as the Pope has delivered in this Caſe to the 
Great Duke, an Enghif Merchant, who miſ- 
behaved himſelf to ſome purpoſe in Taſcany. 
Rott. Rome Anno 4. Edw. II. M. 17. dorſo. 
| Befides, the Cafe of the Princes of Italy is 
different in this Point, from that of other So- 
vereign Princes, their Territories being ſo ve- 
ry Contiguous, Malefactors run backwards 
and forwards every Day; wherefore they have 
Stipulated for the Quiet of their Countrey, 
and Advancement of Juſtice, to deliver them 
up; and had the delivering up, been Irregu- 
lar (as it is conceived it is not) the Deliverer, 
not the Receiver, is Blameable. As where a 
Criminal is purſued, and runs into a Church, 
and the Clergy turns him out, or Delivers hin 
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to the Purfuers, he has more reaſon to com 


plain of the Clergy, than of the Purſuers and 
Receivers, ee if ey be the Ferfons 


| Injur a: © 


| As for the therClanonray# Plowman, they 5 
are not at all material. When he was in Cu- 


ftody, he was uſed like his other Fellow Pri- 
foners, if not better. The Great Duke did 


all he could to Leſſen the Damages given in by 


the French. His Highneſs never gave Judg- 
ment in Perſon phe Plowman 4 — 
Ferfon in his Life. The Ordinary Judge of 
the Place, gives Judgment according to the 
Law of the Countrey, and not the Prince: It 
is true, after Judgment given in all Caſes, the 
Prince Signs it, as well 0 give it the more 
force, as to prevent Appea rm alk do delay 
Juſtice too — So all the Proceedings in the 
Queen, -Bench in England, are ſaid to be Coram 
Regina; and tho? the King fate there by In- 
tendment of Law in former Days, which the 
Great Duke. never does in his Court, the 
Judges gave Judgment, and not the Prince. 
e ag he made a Promiſe to the 
Great Du 
is like the reſt of his Proceedings; certainly 
when a Sovereign Prince affirms ſuch a thing 
to be, it is tot afterwards to be ee or 


of not Damnifying the French, 


con- 
f 


(14) 
contradicted by him: Beſi des, he made the 
ſame Promiſe to ſome of the Great Duke's 
Miniſters and Officers, and owned it publick- 
ly afterwards ; and had there been no ſuch E- 
vidence, the very Nature of the thing ſhews, 
that there muſt have been ſuch a Promiſe 
made: For no Body can ſuppoſe the Great 
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F Duke would let Plowmen proceed to Arm his 

Ship, after there was a Stop put to it at the 

ll! Requeſt of the French Miniſter; and become 
I alſo Bound for him, without having ſome Aſ- | 
[| ſurance from Plowman, that he would do no 2 
4 Damage to the French. | 
hut Plowman thinks fince his Tongue hasno | 
VhiBone in it, as the Saying is, it ought not to 
[ | be ſtiffer, than is neceſſary for his Intereſt ; he 

4 is like the Perſon deſcribed by * who 

| | uſed to ſay, | 
1 Y en lingud, eidem nimc nego. 


i 8111 Dicendi, non rem Naehe gratis hec nata 
| i | SALE est mij. | | | | 


1 "This being the Caſe, it is VIE Aro That : 


| | 1 © all the Clamour and Miſrepreſenta- 
ren tion made to Conceal the Truth 
. 7 ir 10 1 thereof, will never Induce Her Ma- 
1 ou y, whole Neien is famous for 
1 . 269... 3 Te Ig 


& her Prudence, Juſtice, and Mode- 
“ration, to harbour any Ill Thoughts 
© on that Account, of a Prince's Con- 
duct, who at all times hath ſhewn. 
* a great Reſpe& for the Crown of 
„ England, and the Engliſh Nation; 
Hand a particular Regard for any 
© thing that concerned any of Her 
Majeſty's Subjects, when he had 
© any opportunity of favouring them; 
* as ſeveral Engliſh Merchants, now 
* Refiding at Leghorn, and whoſe Fa- 
© Qories encreaſe there, Daily can 
* Teftifie. 
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